Tips for Working with Small Children
By Debi Auch Moedy

· Schedule “chunks “of work time and play time.  Be “present” physically and  mentally.  20 minutes of phone calls/20 minutes of Candyland.  Set a timer.

· Schedule phone calls during nap times or when they are at school whenever possible.

· Join play groups and mom-to-mom type of organizations to network

· Make McDonald’s play area your extended office.  Write thank you, tag jewelry, etc…you just might meet some other mom’s who will wonder what you are doing.

· “Work Toy Basket” – have a special basket of toys that they only get to play with while you are working.  They will beg you to work!  Add new toys periodically to keep their interest.  You MUST put the toys away when you are not working.  For older children, you may include some craft items
· Make running errands FUN!  Play special music, bring car activities, games, toys, treats.  Have a goal at the end of the errands – like ice cream!
· Schedule meetings with other jewelers in kid-friendly places:  Children’s museum, Zoo, McDonald’s, Burger King, Parks, each other’s homes, etc…

· Start a play group with jewelers in the area – the kids will get acquainted and then you can swap babysitting while you do things like hostess coaching and one-on-one’s.

· Set family goals for your business to get them involved.  Create visuals to help them see the progress…drawing of toy w/ boxes to color in.
· Get a head-set for your telephone!!!  

· Set up a little desk by yours so your child can color or do a craft while you work.  Children love to play office!

· Record yourself reading a story and play it for them while you work or are away at rally.  Ring a bell each time they should turn the page

· Hide some items around the house that they have to find while you are making calls or working in the office.  

· In the summer, let your kids “paint” outside with a paint brush and water.  It’s tons of fun and no mess to clean up.

· If you have any children around 10-12 yrs old in the neighborhood, invite to come and play while you work from home.  You can pay them if necessary (if it’s a young girl, she may like some jewelry instead)

